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       Date:  18 October 2022 
Dear Mr Kean 
 
RE: Application by Sunnica Ltd for an Order Granting Development Consent for Sunnica 
Energy Farm Project – Additional Relevant Representation Summary – Deadline 1 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 4 October 2022. 
 
East Cambridgeshire District Council provided a full Relevant Representation and a bullet 

point summary when previously requested. It is noted that the Examining Authority is 

seeking an additional summary. However, East Cambridgeshire District Council request that 

the fully Relevant Representation letter 16 March 2022 is referred to. 

Overall position 

On the 21 October 2019 East Cambridgeshire District Council declared a climate 

emergency, with the Leader of the Council stating: 

“We acknowledge that the Council has a significant role to play in protecting and improving 

the environment for future generations and so we made the decision to amend our own 

climate change motion to formally declare a climate emergency. 

We are proud of the work we already do as a Council to reduce our impact on the 

environment and we welcome the opportunity to join over 200 other Councils across the UK 

who are also working to fight climate change. On behalf of our residents, we as a Council will 

be taking the appropriate actions. The most ambitious piece of work already underway by 

the Council is the development of a joint bid with Cambridgeshire County Council to Innovate 

UK to design an energy system to deliver net zero carbon emissions from energy use in East 

Cambridgeshire by 2050; the project focuses on shifting transport, gas and oil use to 

electricity and to grow the electricity network to cater for the change.” 

However, the proposal has raised significant concerns from some consultees. The first of 

these is rather than being perceived as a solar development occupying an area of land 

within a wider landscape, Sunnica has the potential to dominate and transform the local 

landscape, to alter it beyond recognition, and thus to create a new landscape altogether. 

The fragmented layout of the proposals, located amidst and around several settlements and 

within a historic landscape, has the potential to impact on local character to such an extent 



 

as to affect the sense of place, and the place attachment of the residents, of the affected 

villages and communities. Many residents will experience the adverse visual and perceptual 

effects of various elements of the solar farm, as part of their daily routines. The visual 

elements include not only the panels themselves, but also the battery storage compounds 

and general security infrastructure such as fencing and lighting, as well as access roads. 

The developer has failed to provide sufficient information in regards to the impact upon trees 

in order for a professional judgement to be made either at this stage or at the LIR. 

The proposed development will have a detrimental impact upon the Chippenham Historic 

Park and Garden. 

There is substantial concern in regards to the proposed hours of construction work. 

There is substantial concern on the potential detrimental impact upon biodiversity. 

These issues will be aimed to be fully explored in the LIR, where the developer has provided 

sufficient information to do so.  

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Andrew Phillips 
Planning Team Leader 




